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Foreword

DASTBAF; A Narrative of the Functions of the Persian Rug from
Antiquity to the Present

Zahra Shavandi

03

Persian rug, before being an object of admiration, is one to be spread-laid upon
the ground to cover the earth and to protect human beings from the cold,
the hardness of stone, and from disorder and disarray. Its primary function
has always been as ground covering, a practical product to provide safety and
comfort in life.

Yet in Persian culture, the rug is not merely a floor covering, but space itself.
Wherever a handwoven rug is spread, life begins—even in the absence of a
roof. A space to create a life in the heart of a desert, or under a nomadic tent,
inside a humble room, or within a royal hall. The handwoven carpet defines
a boundary where people gather, converse, rest, create rituals, and record
memories. Nothing else has been able to shape such a space—one in which
the Iranian person lives, endures, and finds meaning.

Through generations, the rug, beyond its practical use, has become a cultural,
artistic, social, and symbolic element, woven into the very fabric of human
life. In moments both simple and grand, in sorrow and in joy, in birth and in
farewell, the rug has always been there spread upon the ground yet interlaced
with human existence. It is this profound bond with life that we explored in the
first issue of DASTBAF, through a narrative of time, slowness, and continuity.
Now, in the second issue of DASTBAF, we have sought to revisit the hidden
and visible layers of the rug, from the perspective of its essence and its various
functions: from its primary role as a floor covering to its decorative and aesthetic
presence upon walls; from its place as a constant companion of human beings
from cradle to grave, to its role as a social medium that brings people together;
from the cultural and ethnic symbols embedded in its motifs, designs, and
colors, to its being a symbolic and spiritual object that carries rituals, memories,
and the beliefs of a nation.

Thus, the second issue of DASTBAF, with the topic of A Narrative of the
Functions of the Persian Rug from Antiquity to the Present, is an invitation
to view the rug not merely as an object of beauty, but as one of meaning and
function. In this narrative, we invite you to join us.

DASTBAF Magazine | Issue Two | Summer 2025
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DASTEBAF

Internal publication of Iran Guereh

" DASTBAF" magazine is a specialized periodical in the field of Persian handwoven carpets that
strives to recognize and narrate this art as a historical, artistic, cultural, and social phenomenon. "
DASTBAF " is a platform for dialogue between generations, retelling deep narratives, and sharing
experiences and research; a magazine whose each issue focuses on a central topic.

The materials published in the " DASTBAF " magazine are the result of the thoughts and writings
of selected authors from the "lran Guereh", and the content of each article reflects the views of its
author.
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